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Some child sexual abuse-related services and reasons for those services include: 

 

• Referral for crisis intervention counseling to assist the family members and unit to re-stabilize 

• Referral for emergency financial assistance if needed  

o Since the perpetrator is often the primary means of income, his/her absence will create 

financial hardship. The perpetrator’s failure to provide may be due to his/her incarceration, 

loss of job, or retaliation due to refusal to provide for the family. 

• Medical follow-up for the child, if indicated by initial medical examination 

o These might be necessary because of the nature of sexually transmitted diseases. 

• Protective daycare or after school programming 

o  This might need arranged if the parent/caregiver works outside the home. 

• Specialized mental health treatment for the child 

o  These services will help the child deal with the possible multiple issues (such as trust, 

emotional reactions, behavioral reactions, cognitive reactions to sexual abuse, and protection 

from future victimization). 

• Specialized assessment and treatment for the perpetrator 

o In order to make accurate decisions regarding the perpetrator, a specialized offense-specific 

assessment should be done. This often requires legal leverage/mandate from the court, as most 

perpetrators will remain in denial. Petitioning for mandated assessment and/or counseling is 

an option. 

• Therapy (group, dyadic, family) 

o Therapy for child and family members will help them work through the issues related to the 

abuse. 

• Court Orientation 

o Orienting family members, referral source, and witnesses for legal proceedings and the court 

process is necessary, as the court process can be difficult for many. 

• Linking the child and other family members with a Victim-Witness Program and ensuring that 

they are aware of how to use other court-appointed services (Guardians Ad Litem [GAL] 

and/or Court Appointed Special Advocates [CASAs]). 

o Victim Witness Programs are designed to assist the child in negotiating the judicial system. 

The child welfare professional should operate in conjunction with the Victim-Witness staff 

(and other court-appointed child advocates) to educate and prepare the child and non-

offending parent/caregiver regarding their involvement in the process. 

• Supportive services to the child victim and to the non-offending parent /caregiver 

o These services will be needed throughout the process to reinforce that it was right to tell (if 

he/she did), that he/she is not to be blamed, and has a right to be protected/feel safe, and to 

help the non-offending parent /caregiver be a support to the child and understand dynamics 

common to victims and families. 

• Visitation 

o According to 55 Pa. Code, § 3130.68(a) (relating to visiting and communication policies), 

visitation services must be provided whenever applicable and appropriate bi-weekly at a 

minimum. Abuse-related cases require further considerations (e.g. perpetrator attended and 

successfully completed treatment) as to whether visitation is applicable and appropriate. 

When visitation should be limited and/or is not applicable/appropriate, the court must be 

petitioned to limit/suspend visits; and, the case record must reflect related documentation. 


